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KNIGHTS AND FAITH

* Why did Fr. McGivney Found the Knights of
Columbus?

 How do we honor that today?

* What does the Knights of Columbus give to
families today?
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Reverend J.J. O’'Donnell

Address to those gathered at the grave of Fr.
McGivney
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DAY

Pilgrimage to Founder's Grave
aGareat Success.

GRAVESTREWHN WITH FLOWERS

Thousands of Knight Were in
Line - Wkh Sclemn Tread, as che
‘Band Played a Diirge, the Knights
Marched Past the Grave of the
Founder - Monumenc Bedecked
Wich Garlinds of Flowers and
Evergreers - Eloguent and
Appropriace Orations by the
Bev. Father Slocum and the
B . L O Dionnell,

Father O'Dionnell’s Address,

Fellow Knighis
Ladies and Gentlenen:
Yiou are come From your cherished
homes o this moed enclosure to pay
hemage to-day to che memory of
departed priest, whose mame i
Inse parably linked with the splendid
organtzarian of which it 15 our
privilage m be members. You are
come hither to gather about che
grave of your founder and to place
upon his comb tribures, which bear
silent but elagquent tesimony po che
affectionac: pemembrance In which
you hold him. To the tomb which
contalns all chat s maral of Father
Ml mey you make pilgrimage, not
only to give banor o depareed
worth, bur to emphasize your
respect for the memery of him who
latd srong and deep che foundacions
of a brochethood chat embraces
kst the Union, andwhase recard
fior good deeds and hernic well doing
1z mot surpassed by ary fravernal
erganizatian. A source of Joy and
congrarulation 15 0t to us who
enjoyed his friendship, and who
walued his warth, to witness che
eoumiing hicher of cur brethren from
1 distance, thus inuguraring a
custom which, we trust, will endure
throughout the succeeding years.
Your presence hers mo-day & an
eamex of the exeem In which you

hald the name of as tae 1 priest as
ever recetved the character, asloyala
citien as ever oheed che lows, as
stanch a friend as ever honoced
another wich his friendship. Your
pllgrimage co che spot hallowed by
the dus of this anoimed
representacive of Christ presages a
stlll mare glorkous fixure for the
order, which hisgenius brought inbo
exmstence. k& bespeaks  your
umwavering  adherence o the
pricciples which undecle our
argarizcian. Thess principles aver
animated Father McGimey and
negulaced his Uife, principles chac find
expressian in the riual and which
make for the moml uplifing of our
Ellow men. You will, we belizve,
carry hence to your homes the
influences chat are enshrined about
chis grave, Influences thar are wital,
potent, far-reaching, ennobling;
influsnces that survive fram a hfe
unselfishly given oo the service of
ochers,a lifespen In che promotion
of his neighbors welfire, o life
redolent of deeds whose motive was
the sochl, moral, intellectual and
religious improvemene of his fellows,
Wich him the demands of self were
ever mabardinaed to the needs of
cchers, and the splendid legacy he
s lefi i che Enights of Calumbus
actests che love In which he held his
Eeother man, asit ako evidances his
profound knowledge of the special
nzeds of the hour, Co-incldens with
his spirkcual labers, he wrought alse
for the temporal welfare of his
brechren, and in so doing, imiteed
the Divine Exemplr, whos
minister he was. A pracicl,
conservative  and e

exponert of the needsas well ofthe
duttes and cbligaiions o fyoung men,
he has bequeathed to society an
crganizcion whose merics shine
resplendent and whese devorian to
the Chuarch 15 onecofies pronoun ced
chamcteristics; an nch
in desds that have evoked the

heanfelt benbsans of mumberd
widows  and  arphans;
argantzacion fatchful to its bt
ideak and to che spirk Infused in
it by its founder; muczessful in ¢
‘past; prospernus and progremive
the present; o glarkus fubare
‘prospect: In aword, anarganlzach
whose  unwritten  metto
“Excalsiar” and which 15 descin:
we would fandly believe, to ma
srill greater conqueses in the feld
philanthrepy.  Beneficere @
endaring a5 have been ¢
achievements of the past. chey »
Weld te the wicromes char will cron
the lahors af our muecessars, if th
‘maineain undivided alleglance
the prindplesupon which the oo
s butkded.

el shall it bee with che Knighes
Colmbus a: an arder, I

indiddual members poses ¢
spirit thar domirated ies foand
Genlal, approachable, of kinc
dispesician, cheerful under revers
prefoundly sympachetic with the
‘upon whom had fallen the hea
hand of aflkrion, 3 man of s
probiryand sterling incegriry in |
business transacrions. He =
charitable to o fanle, if T may
speak. The poor found in him
good Samaritan, and were freque
reciplenesaf his bounry, In dme, t
vears spenc by Facher McGivney
the sacred minkcry were repk
with deeds that honoe hisname a
are pow, no doube, the brighn
Jewels I che crown he has receiy
from che just Judge. Thers are fi
clergymen in my recollection w.
enjoped In a greacer degree than
the pespect ofhis colleagues and t
reverence af the people. His Lifew
an open book, whose pages

‘mighe read, and the infaences ot
radlated from his accive, energe
and zeakows persomality, broug
‘marey a peoecr wanderer o the hot
af God, back to the fich of |
childhood, and to che scr
tribunal of penance, where wi
faith, cancritian and homilicy,
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the sattened ants whosz influence
was nil, imin ome grand, compact
whle, whose sphere of meefisines
wonld be emlaged amd whose
Influence would be paramount,
commessurate with 35 high
purposes. Trwas his atm to suround
his pruteges with an armosphere of
eeligion and to being them tnen even
choser  reladonship to Miother
Chusch, to give them a practical
tlhwsrration of the smengrh thar
oemes fram imtelligent oegantzation
~ these wese the modves tha
teaptred Father Moltwmey in the
fonndation of the Knights of
Cotumbus, To him the familiar aw,
“In union these s grength,” was no
mere Spare of speech, no empey
shibbolech. I was the expresion of
a great eruth o the tnoulcating of
which, he bent all his enesgies: and
the rembis of his Lbors In this
direction are visthlz to-day in this
magrifier asemblage of Knighs
Tut after everyehing s said, the grear
fact stands out promimently, that tn
veganizing  the  Knights  of
Columims Father Mo(ihmey was
actmated  primarily by rebigions
motives, Feal for souls ts the comer
stane of the superb onganiztion,
which to-day, through 1 honored
and thrice weltome representartves,
s tribute o his memary.

I have a vivtd remembrance of the
days that preceded the foandarion
of the order | have personal
eecnllections of the anxiety tha
pezyed upon Father Mcitvmeyas he
eesalutely sought the realtratian of
has heare’s dester. [ lonowr snmething
ui the cbstacles he encouncered and
surmounied before the Enights
becme a reality. | witmesed the
revision of this articke and of that
seotian af the organtc law of the
ueder, uncil he was satisfied tha %
met all needed requirements. 1
eeall, = thongh it wee bm
yesterday, the bestowal upon the
tnfant negantration of the name of
the tmmostal Gencess navigator
wha, In his judgement, was the
Itving embodiment of those virmes
thar best adom the Cathalic
chanacter. When asked why he
sederred the name of the “Knight of
Columbwms” for his new sacieey, he

replied In sobstance, that, as the
chief virtnes that sdorned the
mediazwal knights were chivalrons
respect  and  deference  for
wumankind, unalterable devotion
i the charch, personal coarage,
mortificston of s and
mnswerving adherence w high and
nohle pricciples, thetr reprodaction
in the young men of the present,
«coald mot but peovea peecions boon
m oy, As to the mame
"olumbus" he said, that tn the
jpersan of this, the woeld's greazest
admiral, were embodied these
wrtues thar are esseeatal o the
munding out of the Catholic
character In an agz when a dismal
materialism 5 50 rampant, namely,
mnmaquerahble fach i Providence
in the: midst ofthe gravest trials and
diffculies, unfinching ourage
amid cuel  disappolniments,
temactty of purpose In the face of
treachery and ingratimds, the
bomibity of a saine, thoogh
profoundly Impressed wich the
conviction that domisated his lifz,
that he was the Instrument chesen
af Heaven o apen op new lands
anta which would be broughe che
priceless blessings of Chrisianity.
Hesz was the figwe, unquestionably
thee gresszst of his age, whom Father
Mcitmey sommosed from the
tomb of the past for Imtttios, 2
magnificens personabicy, and one
worthy of the venerasion of 2l time.
Hesz: was the pairon, under whoss
spothes banner his young men wene
«lled apon to enlist. The standand
f the geeat navigatar became the
Labarum of the oeder, and In s sgn,
which 15 that of the oo, it has
achieved manyand splendid vidores.

“The gratn of mustard ssed plantsd
in Febnmary, 1882, has grown with
wonderous vitalicy, The onder has
developed with marvdous rapidicy,
nor has this mpidiny been st the
expenae afits sltdaniry. Im February,
1882, when the first coancl, Sam
Salvador, was organized ar Mew
Haven, there wene eleven members,
all in the temured dass At the
present time there are 510 well
equipped musclls, an sverage of
nearty tharry councils formed peardy.
W have 2 membership tnsored i

the state of Connection of 5,800
and 1n the whale ondar of 29,000 1
additien to chis number, we hay
LM asmciace memberss, Tk
order s now operating In twent;
one statss, In the Disricc o
Calumbia, and 1n the Provinee ¢
Cuehec. & goodly showing erul
andane which spesks ddoqmendy o
the principles of the order. An
these syoceseecshall be multiplied
longas the arder remates fasthful ¢
its original purpose. Developmen
thiere will be, as there have been, ¢
maet fisrnre exigendes of time an
plazz. Modifications 1= noe
‘esseittals may be deemed advisabl
but the watchwond of che Knigh
of Columivs shomild forever remat
*Unity and Chanity” They are th
marks  which have hichert
distinguished 1t The maquests
has made and which glodfy it ha
been wom by the praoic
application of the meanang of the:
woeds m omr [tves indtviduslly an
collectively. Mo organization, he
numeroas =0 ever ls membershl]
@n leeg malenin 2 soooesf
extseence in which these 15 mo ustt
of purposes but the Knights ¢
Caolambus rejoice In sech unity W
have 3 commusity of interes
which bind w togecher, thoug
widaly separated by cown, dty an
state boundaries. Not for sel
aggrandtzzment, nor foe the wedfa
of 2 slect cotere, d we exis. Oy
Inceszsts are co-extenshve with th
membesship of the onder; so thi
every true Knight, every Knigh
whi 15 thoromghly imbued with o
spirit which permizates che ardes
written law, may be sid to be 2
aciive disclple of alirusm. An
foremast amang these Interests
that of rebigton. Ie s the highese, o
noblest, the most exaleed of 2
Inceszsis. All other interess a1
swbordisate, or raches, all oth
Intzszsts flow from this as from
somrce. “We know, and whar

better. we foel tmwandhy” s
Edmund Barke, “that seliglon 1s th
basls of civil sodety, and the sman
ofall good and of all mefore” I
the sweetest of all bands and joir
the creature with the Cresios 1
holy friendship. Owr Gich 15

golden tie that nniees: pricss wie

“The sernad disringmishing mark, bur
i realiry che first, of the Keighe of
Cnlumbwms, s charity, the queen of
the virtoes — charlty, “the virtoe of
the heant and noc of the hands”
Chartry 1s the Jove of God and the
love ofithe netghbar In whom dwells
the tmage and lkeness of God. Tt
the most beanttful ormament of the
human sl Ik expands the heart of
man and enlarges his vision. ks 2
chain of purest gold that hinds him
a loving cpetve to the thmee of the
Manger. It sweetens his own lifz and
betgheens that of ochers. The faichfil
and earnest practice of 1t bfts him
shove the thingsof zarth, sarthy, and
gtves hilm a foestasse of the joys thar
are of heswen, heavenly He
participates in the mision of Chres,
who went about doing good and
whosz blessings for soul and body
fizll altke upon all. He assuages pain
and reliewes distress. The mrporl
works ofmency are his field in which
he detves for treasaes that will be his
for ctemdty, for Divine Truth has
satd, that “The slexof aman sz
signet with ham, and shall preserve
thegrare of aman as the apple ofthe
epe” From the sweet face of Chartry
s every evil. Misery, dishonar, sin
hawe mo abiding place in her
presence. Trdisdatns ot the kowllest
ofiering, nor shiinks from the most
genemus gift. I recogmires the up
of cold water, as well = the
mundficees donarion.

“Tisalide ching,

To ghve a cup of waer

yetits draught

OF ol refreshment dratmed by

ferver 't ips,

May give a shock of pleasane

o the frame

Moee emutre than when

nectren juce

Renews the e of joy

happiest homrs™
Chartry — this 15 the virme tha
emncbiles the Knights of Colonbas
and attrects s many within s fold.
k Impeks sach Knight toexiend the
hefping hand, to banih meow,
being sanshine Into gloomy lives,
Il up the fallen, to strengthen the
weak, to encourage the downcast
He bows ssbmilsively to the divine
Infanciion: “Be not wasting In
comfosting them that wesp, and

walk with them: thar moam. Be not
sow m visr che sick™ The tue
Ensght of Columbas 15 ever an
exponent of chartty in iis best sense,
a dispenser of kindness, “a knguage
which the dombcn speak and the
deaf can understand.” In his perma
he exemplifies the Golden Rule,
which 15 the ememce of fraternity.
Winh his moadfreres he strengthens
the ties of frizndship, thae

“Miyste o cement of the soul,

Sweetmer of i, and solder of

ey
Iy thaese Brrde amenities thar confer
s much happiness upan the
reciptent. Hur the chartry of the
Epghts of Colambus 15 not
enmniimed to, mor does e oease, with,
bfe. Fasthfil and solicttous at the
conch of dcknes, the order comesa
“kindly bght ‘mid the encinding
@oom.” when desth, that mysiedous
wisttant, has emiered the home. &
banishes the dresd artendant upon
the fear of poventy, and amid the
soepow  thar follows the final
departuee of loved omes, bestows
aststamce which beigheess the
exfsrence of mother, or wife or
children. How mamy  homes
chomded with grief have heen made
brighter by the Knighes of
Colambus we may not know. The
recard is beyond our ken. Let 3 be
war hope thar he whose rame 1s
wpain our lips and i oar hearts oo
day 15 reoetving the peacioas reward
afthe good works accomplished by
ks foandagion.

Brother  Knighis, the rapid
expansion of the arder — and s
growth Is 2 marvel - with s
incoeasing respoasibilides,
admonishes s o pealously
safeguard 11 Incerests. To conserve
s Influence and to perpetne s
porweer fio good, caills fir the exencise
af the highest wisdom. Na ohject
fursign i pemsest purpose
shonld be incorporated into fs
constiution, nor should these be
any mod!fication In lis requirements
for membership. ks ctholic
character shoalkd be matntained: the
man af wealth and his less favoeed
meighbar; che high In siaton and
the hambie [sborer; the professor
and the arttsan — all classes sanding

mpos an squality i ies cowndls
Eqmaltry should have o distoned
meaning, nor should fraemicy be
anempiy sound.

T ommit no indisretion when [ sy
that the arder In the letterand pirc
of Iis laws 1s Cachalic e the core.
15 our boast, oor pride Cardinal
Eamil, when Aposmlic Delagate to
the United States, bare weighty
tmsmony n its Catholic chararter.
=W alsn wish to express our grear
pleasure” sald he, "after leaming the
ments of this gresr Catholic
argantzarion, that in the presene
arrtve periad af soctal and fratemal
alltamee 1n America, there exists a
society of practical Caholics which
offers them the best advaneages of
insurance,  besevolence  amd
fratemity, profieed by che mos
popular sodeties, withowm any of
the disadwantages of prohibied
companioaship”

The written law of the onder
demands a5 a qualifiation for
membership thar the spplicane bea
practical  Carhobe  These ame
weighty wonds. They shonld be no
empay formmla Amy other than
practical Cacholics would prove an
incubus, 3 detriment to the oeder, an
affront o the memory and purpos:
of 1z foander. Strong as it 15 in
memhership, powerful s 1 15 1n
influenice, the Knights of Columbas
camnot afford 1o admat into s
counclls mem whose lives glve
foundation for the suspicion dhar
they have praciclly sversd
conmection with the Church. The
order shoald not, 1t cannet take
mnder s shebiering protection men
who make volontary surrender of
that which alone dignifies man, his
fatth in GGod, the most previous
Boon thar zarch possemes.

Another word: Among the shining
charactertsics of the C(atholic
church none Is more consplcunus
than the equality of its membership.
Before the ahier all are equal. The
beggar tsuch these be, kneds by the
stike of the pusesar of wealth 2nd
the man of dark skin comuples the
same pew with his white brother,
Aned thiszpirit pervades the Knights

of Columbes; snd s should 1t ever
be The most perfect organtzation
on this earth 15 the Church, w
which you cheerfally yield spirtrual
alleglance. [t the Knights of
Calumbrs learn from hes, s far s
possible, the lesons of organtzacion
— and it wirakd s2em tn be the pasi of
woeldly wisdom to do 50 - and the
prosperity of the arder in the wodd
of the furnre = doubly ssred.

Visiting Knights, may you emjay
your sjoumn in Wateshury; may &t
bind you tn sl doser bonds w
var ozl bezchren; may you carry
hence pleasant memanies of this,
your first pilgrimage, oo the tomb of
yomr fomnder

4 burst of music consistent with the
address followed, and the host of
visitors, dusty and cved, bt sill
chaerfidl looking, tomed ditywards,
where dinner, provided by the
hospiable people of Waseshury,
awaited  them. Stirring  music
mainained 2 military seep and
whetted sppetis that were alresdy
in bunyant mied.

Armtving st the Ciy hall the
banques scene, the locl Knights
Fave way i thelr vistting brethees,
and Im twn slitings, B0 men wes
dined ¥ any Knights digestee
apparatus was out of kiker, the fine
music of the Americn band ot i
right. Here, more than in amy other
part of the great Gzl in which the
wmmitize  of  amangements
operated, was seen Bne judgement.
Ewrything moved with  pre-
arranged desirabibicy, and a keen
appreciation and forsight of the
appetites of the jolly vistienes. The
sarvice was encellent, the menuw fine,
for it ontined all the season
affordad and the best that oomld be
obeatnad bt was @ grese sight, 2
piomre shdom men by thousands,
that the auditortam of City hall
presemind, with  elght  tables
extending From stage to emtrance,
and at each abomt 100 mesTy men,
many of whom wenz partaking of
the hospltaliry of 2 partian of the
MNutmeg =iz for the first tme. They
receteed 2 good impreston of tand
they appreciaced It
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the scattered units whose influence
[

r L)

But after everythingis said, the great
fact stands out prominently, that in
organizing the Knights of
Columbus Father McGivney was
actuated primarily by religious
motives. Zeal for souls is the corner
stone of the superb organization,
which to-day, through its honored
and thrice welcome representatives,

pays tribute to his Memory.
1llustration of the Strengtn that

comes from intelligent organization
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« Evangelization and Faith Formation

« COR Meeting

« Cor ad cor loguitur — Heart speaks to Heart
« John Henry Cardinal Newman

Centered on three things

* Prayer
* Fraternity
* Formation

Knights of Columbus driven but not Knight of
Columbus centric
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o 21 Jurisdictions - Beta
« Three Year Rollout
e State Team

e Start small

 Small Changes

Beta Councils
Pastor involvement/support

Intentional Prayer




JOIN US

Increase Your Faith

Protect Your Family

Be Part of Something Larger than Yourself




