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Matthew Richardson, State Deputy

The 2023 Nebraska State Convention, held at the Younes 
Center in Kearney on April 28-30, was an event for the 
record books. If you were not able to attend, you missed 

many awards.

set the mood for a festive Awards Banquet. Awards were 

ICC submissions received from the Councils. There were 

118th Nebraska State Convention
One for the Record Books

Bill Buchta, as he retires after more than 30 years of service. 

of the Blessed Sacrament followed by the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

Counterclockwise from top left: Archbishop Lucas, Bishop Hanefeldt, Fr. Fulton, 
Bishop Emeritus Dendinger, Fr. Rooney, Fr. Brown, Fr. Kovar; Chaplain of 
the Year Fr. Matthew Kovar, Rookie Knight of the Year Logan Erickson, and 
District Deputy of the Year Jesse Hines receive their awards; Family luncheon 
headtable and attendees. Bottom right: Color Guard concludes Grand March for 
Saturday evening's banquet. 

Continued with more pictures on page 22.
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"So Longs" on Life's Journey

Father Justin Fulton
State Chaplain 
Vicar General

Moderator of the Curia, 
Diocese of Lincoln

th Street for the last time as a 

The memory of my folks on that porch is etched in my mind. And every time I leave the 

Be proud of who you are…you are all children of God. You have a Church to pray for…..
and you have a Church that prays for you.

with you these past couple of years.

Cheers,
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Matthew R. Richardson
State Deputy    

Words from our State Deputy

memories made over the past two years.

Vivat Jesus,

Worthy Grand Knights
Please think of us when your council hosts an event or conducts a service project. Please send us pictures 
from your events and include a description and council number so we can credit you. We can’t promise to post 
each one we receive, but we would sure like to post what we can.  
We have Facebook @NebraskaKofC, Instagram @kofc_nebraska, and Twitter @kofc_nebraska. If you haven’t 
followed us yet, Do Not Be Afraid. The pictures can be sent to Josh at jprichardson248@gmail.com, and 
Nathan at nrichardson2139@gmail.com.
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Preparing for the State Golf  Tournament and Bowling Results

Joseph Bober
Athletics Chairman
bojober@cox.net

   
                Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of Columbus on Facebook, 
      Instagram and Twitter and at www.nebraskakofc.org

I-80 Collar Series

The State Bowling Tournament,   at the Westbrook Lanes 

State Golf Tournament

easy and fun. If you know of an event you think we should do, please contact me.  

  at the 
Westbrook Lanes in Columbus, 

2023 State Knights of Columbus Bowling Tournament Winners

14 Doubles Entries

28 Singles Entries

All Events Entries
9 Team Entries

Westermann, Gary Groteluschen,
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Brian Hamik
Program Chairman

blhamik@gmail.com

Fabulous State Convention

Nebraska. 

worthy. 

B i H ik

Lottery for Vocations Tops $130,000

State Warden

Don Hypse
State Warden

hypse@conpoint.com

Don H pse
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June   
  Jun 25 State Directory Updates   

ABC/XXX Jun 30 

Supreme Council

   Supreme Council

   Supreme Council   
   Cc:  Exec Secretary

   Supreme Council   
   Cc:  Exec Secretary

   Supreme Council   
   Cc:  Exec Secretary

July
   July 1 Download Supreme Per Capita 
   Statement 
   Supreme Website

            Jul 15-16 Grand Knight/Financial Secretary/
   District Deputy Training Seminar
   Kearney

   August

   Supreme Council

   September 

  Sep 1 State Per Capita Due   
   State Secretary    

IMPORTANT DATES

2023 Lottery Winners 2023 McGivney Foundation
Heads or Tails Winners

 

winners:

          Gary Grotelueschen

Spa Packa

Ray Guggenberger
Executive Secretary

(402) 681-6572
3101 Washington St, #7

Bellevue, NE 68005
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                Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of Columbus on Facebook, 
      Instagram and Twitter and at www.nebraskakofc.org

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/life/pregnancy-
center-support/11371-aid-and-support-guide-book.pdf.

Invitation to Leadership Training for All Interested from Across the State

fraternal year. 

state. 

name, based on feedback from many of our councils. 

with the State Family and other council leaders.

All council members are also welcome to attend this 

some of their potential future leaders to this seminar 
to help prepare them for leadership roles in the 

education and information to help you and your 

to me. 
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Congratulations 
2023 Award Winners

118th Annual 
State Convention 

Div 5 – 1st Place   6192 Columban, Bellevue
     

      
Div 1 – 2nd Place   2351 Wood River, Wood River
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118th Annual 
State Convention 

Div 5 – 2nd Place   1497 Phil Sheridan, Fremont

Div 5 – 3rd Place     938 Columbus, Columbus

State Award   6192 Columban, Bellevue

State Award       2388 Broken Bow, Broken Bow

  

State Award   2388 Broken Bow, Broken Bow

Div 1 – 3rd Place   2351 Wood River, Wood River

   Besides

Air Force Chaplains.

   Insurance

Continued with more pictures on page 11.
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New Year, New Leaders, New Invitations

Mark Borytsky
Nebraska District Master

Immediate PSD
13005 S. 29th Place
Omaha, NE 68123
402.212.9612 cell

mborytsky@cox.net

Brothers,

full of many opportunities for our state, assemblies, and councils to enjoy. 

be involved in our assemblies, councils, parishes, and communities.  Our support with parades, 

God Bless,

Worthy Grand Knights
Please think of us when your council hosts an event or conducts a service project.  Please send us pictures from 
your events and include a description and council number so we can credit you.  We can’t promise to post each 
one we receive, but we would like to post what we can.  
We have Facebook @NebraskaKofC, Instagram @kofc_nebraska, and Twitter @kofc_nebraska.  If you haven’t 
followed us yet, Do Not Be Afraid. The pictures can be sent to Josh at jprichardson248@gmail.com, and Nathan 
at nrichardson2139@gmail.com.

            Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of Columbus on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter and at www.nebraskakofc.org
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Family of the Year

and he uses those professional skills to help his local 

a Catholic school educator for seven years and hopes to 
become a substitute teacher at local Catholic schools in the 
future. 

      

Div 3 – 2nd Place   1238 Count Creighton, Creighton

      

      

1st Place – Tie   6192 Columban, Bellevue

      
 

      

Runner Up James Vath, District 34
      

Awards, continued from page 9.

Clem and Maggie Pella (center) are the 2023 Nebraska Family of 
the Year.

Michael and Penny Fehringer, surrounded by their children, 
received the 2023 Nebraska Family of the Year Runner-up.
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Sammi & Stephen Lowery
Intellectual Disabilities Directors  

402.540.1670  
sglowery82@gmail.com

“Helping People with Special Needs”

As the fraternal year closes, we look forward to the 

presented to us to hit a reset and evaluate how we 

With our new fraternal year about to start, we must 

the state has selected for the drive this fall are October 

your council, please feel free to adjust them as needed.  

in time for the October drive. The order form for the 

on the state website and will also be included in your 
packets.  

cases you will need. Also, please consider how you 

As in previous years, ALL money collected and 

your report form must be turned in to the Intellectual 

of your choice and all requests must be received in 

this information and share it with your council and 

do.

raise over $200,000. 

This will only be possible with the hard work and 
creative ideas of each of our councils.  If the candy 
distribution does not work for you, we are happy to 
help with new ideas to raise funds for this worthy 
cause.  Reach out to the businesses in your community 
to see if they will let you promote your drive with 
them. 

 Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of 
Columbus on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

and at www.nebraskakofc.org

Intellectual Disabilities Foundation
Planning for 2023-2024
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Mail reservations and checks to:
Joe Bober
4070 I Street
Omaha, NE  68107

Make Checks to Knights of Columbus

Questions? Call Joe at 402-290-7954

Players in Foursome
Address Phone Parish

Dinner only

State Knights of Columbus announces their

Nebraska Knights of Columbus 
     State Golf Tournament
         Sunday September 24, 2023                      
          Four Person Scramble

Check in opens at 7:00 A.M 
Shotgun start at 8:00 A.M.     

Eagle Hills Golf Course 
501 Eagle Hills Drive  
Papillion, Ne. 68133
402-592-7788                                                         
$80.00 per golfer - Foursomes encouraged 
Open to any Catholic age 18 and older
Men 65 and older shoot from seniors’ tees 

            Women shoot from Red Tees
            Includes golf cart and steak dinner at the
            South Council Hall 

4323 Washington, Omaha, NE
Cocktails 12:30 p.m. Ribeye dinner 1:00 pm. 

Not golfing? Join us for drinks and dinner for 
just $15.00 per person.      
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Any council members are welcome to attend as well. 

promo code. A password and promo code may be necessary 

smoothly.

payment help us provide the hotel with an accurate 
count.

If you have

Tha

J

If late registering for meals, you can be added to a wait 
list. We cannot guarantee these late meals. 

If mea
order requested.

Late re
of you who register through the state), may require you 
booking a room directly with the hotel and may result in 

no discounted special Knights' rate at the hotel.

Ladies Program
Saturday Afternoon

Join other women during the training time to learn more 
about the ASAP (Aid and Support After Pregnancy) 
program, created to help mothers and their babies by 
supporting pregnancy resource centers and maternity 
homes. 

You will also be asked to provide your insights and 
thoughts as the State explores a new associated project. 

Of course, there will be time to catch up with friends and 
make new ones during this time. 

Hope to hearing from all of you amazing ladies as we 
start the next two years!

Chris Wolf
wolfc52@gmail.com

Congratulations to these Delegates to the 140th Supreme Convention in Orlando, FL
July 31 - August 3, 2023!

    



Knights Courier - June 2023 15

Friday, July 14, 2023

7:15 - 9:30 PM State Program Director/Chairmen Meeting
7:15 - 9:30 PM State Membership Director/RGD Meeting
7:30 - 9:30 PM District Deputies Meeting

Saturday, July 15, 2023

7:30 - 10:00 AM Registration / Check-In
9:00 - 9:50 AM Holy Hour

10:00 - 11:15 AM Financial Secretary Training
10:00 - 11:15 AM Grand Knight & District Deputy Training
11:15 - Noon Lunch
12:30 - 2:00 PM Fourth Degree Meeeting
12:30 - 4:00 PM Grand Knight & District Deputy Training
1:00 - 2:30 PM Ladies Program
5:00 - 6:30 PM Mass & Installation of Officers
7:30 - 9:00 PM Dinner

Sunday, July 17, 2023

Mass7:00  8:00 AM
9:00 - 11:00 AM Financial Secretary Training (if needed)
8:30 - Noon Grand Knight & District Deputy Training

Nebraska Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight, Financial Secretary, and District Deputy Training Seminar

July 13 - 16, 2023
Holiday Inn Conference Center

110 2nd Ave., Kearney, Nebraska

If you miss registration deadline for meals, we cannot guarantee the meal.  
Please register on time. Thank you!

 

An 

LEADERSHIP 
SEMINAR 

REGISTRATION

https://
nekc2023JulyTraining.

eventbrite.com

HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS

Conference Center

 

You must tell them you are 

NEW DIRECTORIES

and the Financial Secretary. 

available.

Annual 

Leadership Training

July 15-16, 2023

Grand Knights, District Deputies, Financial Secretaries and Future Leaders - Join Us
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Per Capita Due September 1, 2023

State Secretary Elect
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T

of Columbus Family. The cookbook is certain to become a treasured keepsake.

For this to be successful, we need your help. 

cookbook. Follow the instructions below. The deadline for submitting 
these recipes has been changed to June 30, 2023. Your name will be 

  

Sell the cookbooks  | |
| 

Nebraska Knights of Columbus 

NEBRASKA STATEMCGIVNEY FOUNDATION

COOKBOOKSFOR SALEH
U
R
R
Y
!

          OnlyOnly  $  $

To purchase please contact:
Your Knights of Columbus Representative

_______________________________________________________________

20.00 Each

Tell your friends, family and parish friends about the cookbook. Ask 

 We want to be certain to order plenty. You can reserve one or more for yourself and your 
Your council will receive a rebate of $1 for each book sold up to its designated 

number and $2 for every book sold above this number. These rebates will be distributed by the end of the calendar year.

RECIPE SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
Two ways to submit 3-5 of your best recipes:

Online - typensave.com Username: elwells, PW: banana722
Use the paper form through your Council. Mail by June 25: McGivney Foundation, PO Box 98, Elkhorn, NE 68022. 

Questions? Contact Elizabeth Ferneding 402-223-8281 or Beth Wells 402-880-0510.
Please submit your recipes by June 30, 2023, so we can meet our deadline.  Thank you!
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Knights of Columbus Insurance Serving Northeast Nebraska and West Central Iowa
News from the NEIL PFEIFER AGENCY

Awesome!
Agents of the Month 

April
Craig Pfeifer

Madison

Congratulations Million Dollar Round Table Agents

February
Noah Pfeifer

Norfolk

Investment Solutions 
KoCAA is the intersection of Catholic and Capable. With an investment portfolio over $28 billion strong and a 
commitment to the socially responsible investment guidelines set by the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB), we offer clients a way to invest with integrity, assured that their funds are invested with companies 
committed to sound ethical, environmental, social and corporate governance practices. That’s how we provide “value 

with values,” by helping clients grow their future with faith-based investing.

professionals.  

Neil Pfeifer, General Agent for Northwest Nebraska and West Central Iowa
402.640.1239 ext. 1 | neil.pfeifer@kofc.org | www.neilpfeiferagencykofcins.com
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News from the TONY SWANSON AGENCY
Knights of Columbus Insurance Serving Southeast, Central and Western Nebraska

Agent Dcn. Bill Buchta Retires

Celebrate!
Agents of the Month  

Celebrating Our Million Dollar Round Table Agents

February

Lincoln

Brian Almond

April

Grand Island

in the world. 

 

 
 

 
 

Tony Swanson, General Agent for Southeast, Central and Western Nebraska
402.463.2845 ext. 1 | anthony.swanson@kofc.org | www.swansonagencykofcins.com
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Seminary

righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides.”

            Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of Columbus on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter and at www.nebraskakofc.org

State Deputy Elect Bob Wolf's Letter

I would like to take a moment to thank my lovely wife Chris, as well as my children and their families, for their love and 

Thank you for your support, and may God Bless you and your families.
Fraternally Yours in Christ,

Robert Wolf

Bob Wolf
State Deputy Elect
bbwolf1955@gmail.

com

Prayer to St. Andrew the Apostle

for your entire life, and now throughout eternity. 
As you led your brother St. Peter to Christ and many

others after him, draw us to Him. 
Teach us to lead others to Christ solely out of love for Him

and dedication to His service. 
Help us to learn the lessons of the Cross and 
to carry our daily crosses without complaint 
so that they may carry us to Jesus.  Amen.
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1700 St Andrews Drive 

Check Your Inbox for 
“Keep Christ in Christmas” 

Order Forms
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artist whose career has spanned two decades and includes 

Family of the Year. The runner-up and honorable mention 

the Councils for all the hard work that went into it. 

were formed and two by two they responded to biblically-

118th Annual 
State Convention 

Highlights

State Convention, continued from page 1.
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                Be sure to follow the Nebraska Knights of Columbus on Facebook, 
      Instagram and Twitter and at www.nebraskakofc.org

A very surprised and humble Former State Chaplain and Bishop 

maker, to drape the beautiful keepsake over him as 

A special presentation to Father Rooney for the year 

used to assist in the costs associated with retreats, 

its seminarians. 

With only one submission for someone for the 

Mark your calendars now for next 
year’s convention dates – April 26, 
27, 28, 2024, which will be held at 

the Younes Center in Kearney.
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