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STATE DEPUTY - ROBERT WOLF

Bob and Chris Wolf have been married for 47 years. They have lived in Scottsbluff since 1987 after 
they moved from Montana. They have four children, David, Elli, James and Rachael, six grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.  Bob retired from Dales Tire where he was the manager for 22 years in 
2021. Chris retired from Western Nebraska Community College where she ran the Veterans Upward 
Bound program in 2022.

Bob joined Council 2681 in Scottsbluff in 2000 and joined Assembly 1874 in 2002. Bob has held 
various positions within the Council and Assembly such as Grand Knight, Faithful Navigator, Treasurer, 
and served on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Degree Exemplification teams.

He accepted his first State position with PSD Don Ferneding as State Council Director in 2006. Bob held various positions 
over the next nine years with the Membership team, as District Deputy and Convention Chair. In 2015 Bob was 
appointed Program Director for PSD Tony Hergott and was elected State Warden in 2017. He served as State Warden, 
Treasurer, and Secretary before being elected as State Deputy in 2023.

As State Deputy, Bob has chosen Saint Andrew as his Patron Saint and “Seek First the Kingdom of God” from Matthew
6:33 as his motto. Bob has said that the reason that he picked Saint Andrew was because Saint Andrew was the first 
chosen by Jesus. He displayed the four virtues that are important for Brother Knights.

1: Humility. Saint Andrew was the first chosen by Jesus and brought with him his friend John and his brother Simon, 
renamed Peter by Jesus. Saint Andrew brought to our Lord a friend that ended up writing one of the four Gospels and 
his brother that went on to be the first Pope and leader of the Church.  But Saint Andrew remained in the background,
never wanting the spotlight right up until his crucifixion on November 30, 60 AD in Patras, Greece.

2: Integrity. Saint Andrew was baptized by Saint John the Baptist and was true to his faith and to Jesus his entire life. 
People want to follow people that they can trust. Saint Andrew brought the young boy with the fish and loaves to Jesus 
that He fed the large crowd with. Saint Andrew went out with the other disciples and picked up the scraps that fed 
everyone.

3: Courage. Saint Andrew showed courage many times. He was one of the first disciples of Saint John the Baptist. After 
hearing Jesus speak, Saint Andrew found his brother Simon and said, “We have found the Messiah” and he brought him 
to Jesus (John 1:40-43). He became a follower of an unknown preacher when others did not want to risk being ridiculed 
or worse. After Jesus’s death and resurrection, Saint Andrew traveled to Greece to preach the gospel. It was here that he 
suffered the torture of crucifixion. He was nailed to an X shaped cross because he did not believe that he was worthy of 
the same cross as Jesus.

4: Unity. Saint Andrew’s name was not Aramaic but Greek. With his Greek name he became a bridge between the Jewish 
and Gentile followers of Jesus. After Jesus’s death and resurrection, Saint Peter proceeded to Rome and Saint Andrew to 
Greece. For the rest of his life, Saint Andrew became the preacher and interpreter of Jesus to the Greek world, bringing 
unity between the churches of Rome and Greece.

I will over the next two years do my best to follow the example of Saint Andrew and to follow the four virtues that he has 
shown us.

Vivat Jesus,

Bob Wolf
Nebraska State Deputy
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STATE CHAPLAIN - FR. JOHN ROONEY, FSC

Father John Rooney is a priest of the Diocese of Lincoln, ordained by Bishop Glennon Flavin on May 
27, 1989. He currently serves at St. Gregory the Great Seminary at Seward, NE, as Vice Rector for 
Administrative Affairs, teaching Science and Math, Formation Director, Director of Technology, 
assisting with spiritual formation, and as a spiritual director to the seminarians who ask. He has 
served as Associate State Chaplain (2014-15) and State Chaplain (2015-17) under PSD Tony Hergott.

Father was born in 1960 to Marie and Don Rooney in Kansas City, Missouri. Their first child, Mary 
Rose, died at three days old having received the Sacraments of the Church. Following that were 
four boys, Fr. John, Fr. Don, Bob, and Joe.

His sense of a call to the priesthood began in eighth grade when his parents made significant sacrifices to move the 
children to a Catholic school where the Faith was presented in a thorough and clear way. The compelling presentation of 
the Faith and the inspiration of the priests helped form vocations.

Before going to the seminary, Father studied Physics, completing a Bachelor’s degree at the University of Dallas and a 
Master’s degree at Purdue University. He began seminary in 1984 under the sponsorship of the Diocese of Lincoln, 
attending Pre-Theology at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Philadelphia, and Theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, 
NY. Following ordination, Father was sent to complete a Master’s degree in Education Administration and the Certificate 
of Specialization in Educational Administration and Supervision from the University of Nebraska.

Father is grateful for the way God has brought him to a much greater Faith and knowledge of Him and his ways, and a 
much richer life as a result of recovery from alcoholism. He has also been blessed by being nourished spiritually by 
Ignatian prayer and the opportunity to be trained in spiritual direction through the Institute for Priestly Formation.

Father looks forward to serving with the dedicated and inspiring Catholic men in the State Council in his role.

SUPREME CHAPLAIN’S MONTHLY CHALLENGE

Each month, Archbishop William Lori – Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus – selects a brief passage from the 
Gospel reading of one of the Sunday Masses of the month. Archbishop Lori shares a brief reflection on the passage and 
issues a challenge for men to live by for the month. The next month, men undertaking the challenge as a group gather 
and share their experiences living the challenge.

The Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge is ideally done during monthly Knights of Columbus meetings but can be 
done in a separate group or individually. By taking up the Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge, men take direct, 
concrete action to grow in their faith and help their brothers do so as well.

The Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge can be found on the State Website (nebraskakofc.org) by selecting the 
banner at the top of the home page.

SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD 2



STATE ADVOCATE - JAMES KORTH

James Korth was born and raised in Hastings, Nebraska. He attended Hastings St. Cecilia High School, 
from which he graduated in 1996. He attended Hastings College and later the University of Nebraska 
College of Law, from which he graduated with a Juris Doctorate degree in 2003. He has, since that time, 
worked as a trial attorney in Ogallala, Nebraska. The current iteration of his law firm is Reynolds Korth 
& Samuelson PC LLO. James is a former President of the 11th Judicial District and Keith County Bar 
Associations, a former member of the Nebraska Bar Association House of Delegates, and a graduate of 
the Nebraska Bar Association’s Leadership Academy. He is licensed in both the State of Nebraska and 
the State of Colorado.

James is married to Kami (m. 2015). They are the parents of Joslyn (b. 2016), James (b. 2018), and Jackson (b. 2020). They 
attend St. Luke’s Catholic Church in Ogallala and James is a member of the St. Luke’s Council. James became a Knight of 
Columbus on July 30, 2015, advanced to the Third Degree on October 29, 2017, and became State Advocate in July of 
2019.

LEGAL INFORMATION

Importance of Filing a Form 990

Each year, a tax-exempt organization must file an information return or notice with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
unless an exception applies. Form 990 is the primary tool with which the IRS gathers information about tax-exempt 
organizations. Any organization that fails to file the required information return (Form 990, Form 990-EZ, or Form 990-PF) 
or e-Postcard (Form 990-N) for three consecutive tax years will automatically lose its tax-exempt status. Form 990 is due 
on the 15th day of the 5th month following the end of the organization's taxable year. For organizations on a calendar 
year, Form 990 is due on May 15th of the following year.

Resources to assist in filling out the Form 990 are available online at https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-990. 
This website, maintained by the IRS, presents Form 990 in PDF format, as well as provides instructions for completing 
Form 990. If you encounter any difficulty in preparing Form 990, it is recommended that you consult a certified public 
accountant or attorney for assistance.

Liability Insurance for Council Activities

Before hosting any event open to the general public, it is imperative councils procure liability insurance with adequate 
coverage limits. It is equally critical that councils add the Nebraska State Council as an additional insured, as well as any 
other entity directly involved with the event in question e.g., church, school, etc.

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has recommended the following firm for your liability insurance needs:

Lockton Affinity, LLC 
PO Box 410679
Kansas City, MO 64141
Phone: 913-652-5705
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Home or Holding Company

A home or holding company is a company that doesn’t conduct any operations, ventures, or other active tasks for itself. 
Rather, it exists for the purpose of owning assets, such as real estate, and can act as a liability shield protecting such 
assets from adverse litigation against a related operating entity. As such, any council that owns real estate, such as a 
building, and wishes to protect that asset from adverse litigation should consider forming a home or holding corporation. 
A home or holding company may take the form of a corporation, limited liability company, or other qualified entity. 
Creating a legal entity such as a home or holding company is a complex process with multiple important considerations. 
Seeking the assistance of an attorney and certified public accountant is recommended.

Resolutions

Each year, the State Advocate issues a letter to all subordinate councils providing a deadline within which all proposed 
resolutions for that Columbian year must be submitted for consideration at the State Convention. After that deadline has 
passed, the State Advocate provides all subordinate councils with a list of the resolutions to be considered at the State 
Convention that Columbian year. At the time of the State Convention, the State Advocate presides over a Resolutions 
Committee, which reviews all proposed resolutions and determines which resolutions will be recommended for approval 
by the membership body during the business meeting at the State Convention.

STATE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY - RAY GUGGENBERGER

Starting his 26th year as the Executive Secretary of the Nebraska State Council, Ray is responsible for 
assisting the State Deputy and State Secretary in the routine, day-to-day correspondence and reports 
that include per capita assessments and all state meeting coordination and preparation. He lives in 
Bellevue.

Ray has served in various leadership positions in Columban Council 6192, including Grand Knight and 
First Degree Team member. On the state level, he has served as Administrative Assistant, Retention 
Chairman, Community Chairman, Reports Chairman, and District Deputy starting in 1988. Ray is a 
retired Air Force First Sergeant, having served for 23 years. He has been a member of the Knights of 
Columbus for 37 years.

HELPFUL HINTS FROM OUR STATE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

**REPORT OF OFFICERS FORM 185: You must have a Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight, Treasurer, Chancellor and 3 
Trustees. If filing this report online with the FS Member Management system, pay careful attention to the top of the 
report indicating which fraternal year you are reporting on. This report is also how you make a change from previously 
reported information.

**REPORT OF SERVICE PERSONNEL FORM 365: Provide as much information as you have, the report does not need 
a name in every position. There are five required positions: Program Director, Family Director, Community Director,
Membership Director, and Retention Chairman. If filing this report online with the FS Member Management system, pay 
careful attention to the top of the report indicating which fraternal year you are reporting on. This is also how you make 
a change from previously reported information.

If you use the FS Member Management system for the above two reports, you will need to go to print services after 
completion to make a PDF copy which can be emailed.  

**Completion of these two forms will place your officers and directors on Supreme’s mailing list to receive the 
“Knightline” and other informative items.
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF AUDIT FORM 1295: This report ensures that your council’s FS retains the bond provided 
by Supreme at no cost to your council. REMEMBER, THE “AS OF DATE” IS NOT THE DATE YOU ARE PREPARING THIS 
REPORT. Pay special attention to the line where you record the number of delinquent members. The State and Supreme 
Councils use this information in the processing of any suspension requests from your council.

PRAYER REQUEST GUIDELINES: The State Council has developed a database of email addresses for our Councils, 
Assemblies, etc. We are happy to forward any requests for prayers for our extended Nebraska State Family. We do need 
to keep the request simple and to the point. As an example:

“Request prayers for Brother X’s wife who is having heart surgery. Brother X is from Council XXXX in Omaha.”

Requests for these prayers should be forwarded to Executive Secretary, Ray Guggenberger at rguggenberger@cox.net. 
No other types of solicitations, such as fundraisers, will be forwarded through this email list. We request that each 
Council, Assembly, etc. forward these requests on to their members. 

A good practice is to copy and paste into a new email.  Just think: if every recipient says a few prayers, how many prayers 
the Nebraska Knights of Columbus members will generate for these special intentions. Please ensure that Ray’s email 
address is in your contacts list or safe senders list.
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SUPREME REPORT DUE DATES
185 Report of Officers June 30 **

365 Service Program Personnel Report June 30 **

1295-2 Semi-Annual Audit Report (Period End June 30) August 15

Supreme Per Capita Assessment September 1

1728 Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity January 31 **

10784 Partnership Profile Report-Special Olympics January 31 **

(This is now on the Faith in Action Report Form Only)

1295-1 Semi-Annual Audit Report (Period End December 31) February 15

Supreme Per Capita Assessment March 1

2863 RSVP Refund and Plaque Application June 30

10057 Food for Families Refund Application June 30

SP-7 Columbian Award Application June 30 **

2630 Annual Report of K of C Round Table June 30

11077 Fraternal Benefit Seminar Form As Needed

10784 Fraternal Programs Report Form As Needed **

** These Reports may (and should) be submitted through Officers Online

Reports in bold are required for Star Council
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WHERE TO FIND SUPREME REPORTS

Start at the Supreme website: www.kofc.org

Click on the button

Scroll down on the page until you find the buttons (shown on the 
right) towards the right side of the page.

Click on the button. 

Navigate to the Form you need using the tabs on the right of the screen. You will have the option to choose between the 
PDF Form or, in most cases, the Online (Preferred Method) which will navigate you to Officer’s Online (Grand Knights and 
Financial Secretaries will have access to this). The Form #10784 (Fraternal Programs Report Form) can be found under 
the Faith In Action Program Forms section.

Do not use forms located on the STATE FORMS section of this page. These are for the State to use when submitting to 
the Supreme Office. All forms needing to be submitted for your council can be found on the COUNCIL FORMS or FAITH 
IN ACTION PROGRAM FORMS tabs.
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HOW TO FILL OUT SUPREME REPORTS

You will notice on the Supreme website that there are usually two types of formats for each form, PDF and Online. To use 
the Online version, you need to have Supremes’ Member Management Program and access to Officers Online. Typically 
this will be the Grand Knight or Financial Secretary.

Anyone can use the PDF version. To start, click on the blue PDF. When the form opens, you must first save the file to 
your computer with a new file name (example: Form 365 Council XXXXX). If you do not save the form with a new file 
name, any information you enter or save will not stay in the filled-out form. You can then fill in any field that is shaded in 
light blue. Once you have completed the form, you can then attach the form to an email and email it to the people listed 
on the bottom of the form. You could also print the form and mail it, but Supreme, the State Deputy and State Executive 
Secretary would rather you email it. You can print it more than once. Be sure to save a copy for yourself.

Remember to email a copy of the completed form to the State Executive Secretary for record keeping. This is the only
way that the State Council knows that your council has submitted the proper paperwork, and in the event of a 
submission discrepancy, we can provide the copy the State Executive Secretary received to the Supreme Office.
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STATE REPORT DUE DATES
State Per Capita Assessment September 1

State Per Capita Assessment March 1

ICC Award Applications March 1 **

Chaplain of the Year Nominations March 1 **

Family of the Year Nominations March 1 **

Knight of the Year Nominations March 1 **

Rookie Knight of the Year Nominations March 1 **

Nebraska State Directory Updates June 20

Submit changes and updates as needed to the Executive Secretary

** These Reports must be submitted online at https://nebraskakofc.org/programs/icc-forms.html

WHERE TO FIND STATE REPORTS

Start at the State website: nebraskakofc.org

Click on Programs on the menu below the State Pin

Scroll down on the page until you find the section about the Inter-Council Competition.

Click on the image of the ICC Championship Belt. 
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Navigate down the page and click on the blue button.

Navigate to the submission form you need on the page. Click on the button and allow the form to open in a new web 
page on your device. Anyone with internet access can access these forms and submit them.

DO NOT use forms located on the STATE FORMS section of the Supreme Website. Those forms are for the State to
use when submitting to the Supreme Office. All forms needing to be submitted for the ICC Program or for Chaplain, 
Family, Knight, or Rookie Knight of the Year are located on the State website.

HOW TO FILL OUT STATE REPORTS

mission form, make sure that you click the blue “Send” button. There is no need to download 
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STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR - MITCHELL LOWERY

I am truly honored and humbled to be asked to serve as the State Program Director by State Deputy 
Bob Wolf.

I joined the Knights of Columbus in 2004, joining Blessed Sacrament Council #11001 in Lincoln. 
There, I served in several different directorships including Youth Director and Community Director. I 
also served in several different offices including Deputy Grand Knight and Grand Knight. Currently, I 
serve as a Trustee for Blessed Sacrament Council. I joined the Fourth Degree in 2005, becoming a 
member of Bishop Kucera Assembly #595 in Lincoln. There, I served as Scribe for one year before 
becoming the Charter Captain for Saint John Paul the Great Assembly #3640. I served as Faithful 
Captain for two years before serving as Faithful Navigator and then Faithful Admiral. I currently serve as a Trustee for the 
Assembly.

I have also been very active serving the State Family since joining the Knights. My first role was serving as the Production 
Specialist for Past State Deputy John Smith in 2004 and I continued to serve in that position for Past State Deputies John 
Melena, Don Ferneding, Mike Conrad, and Jim Haiar. I was then asked to serve as State Youth Director for Past State 
Deputies Richard Lowery and Tony Hergott. More recently, I served as a Production Specialist for Past State Deputy 
Mark Borytsky and served one year as State Event Coordinator Co-Chairman and one year as Assistant Program Director 
for Immediate Past State Deputy Matt Richardson.

I am currently employed at Staples in Lincoln as the Print & Marketing Supervisor, where I have been working since 2020. 
I am an Eagle Scout and do my best to remain active with the Scouting program. I am also active in my home parish of 
Blessed Sacrament, serving as an Acolyte since 2014 and as a CCD instructor for the 7th & 8th Grade class for the last 16 
years.

It is my hope that over the next fraternal year, I will have the opportunity to work with many of the Knights across 
Nebraska. I am excited to see the great things we can do as we work together to spread the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus and share our faith with those we encounter in our daily lives.

My hope is that over the next fraternal year, Knights and their families will be drawn together by the good works that 
Knights of Columbus do in their councils, across the state, and throughout the Order worldwide. Our mission is not 
“paperwork” nor is it just what can be written down; it is through our actions and our witness that we truly spread the
vision of Blessed Michael J. McGivney and the Knights of Columbus.

If there is ever anything I can do for you, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I hope that through the next fraternal 
year, the Nebraska Knights of Columbus will continue to grow more closely as a family, practicing our faith in our 
everyday lives, and continue to “Seek First the Kingdom of God”.
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EARNING STAR COUNCIL
Earning Star Council status involves doing the things that every good council should do including:

• Inviting every Catholic man to join the greatest Catholic lay organization ever
• Promoting the Insurance program

o Allowing a Brother Knight to protect his family
• Recording the great programs that every Council performs each year
• Remaining current with Supreme Per Capita
• Submitting required reports
• Being compliant with Safe Environment Training

The great thing is you don’t have to do it alone; you have lots of Brother Knights to help. Your District Deputy has many 
tools at his disposal to help you with recruiting and programs, your Insurance Field Agent is a great resource not only 
with the Insurance program but also with recruiting, and your State Program Directors and Chairmen are always ready 
and willing to help.

Make Star Council a goal for your Council every year.

St. Andrew’s Prayer 

O Glorious St. Andrew, 
you were the first to recognize and follow the Son of God. 

With your friend, St. John, 
you remained with Jesus, 

for your entire life, 
and now throughout eternity. 

Just as you led your brother, St. Peter,
to Christ and many others after him, 

draw us also to Him. 
Teach us how to lead them, 
solely out of love for Jesus 

and dedication to His service. 
Help us to learn the lesson of the Cross 

and carry our daily crosses without complaint, 
so that they may carry us to God the Almighty Father. 

Amen. 
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1. Supreme Per Capita Paid
a. First half of Supreme Per Capita is due September 1
b. Second half of Supreme Per Capita is due March 1

2. Father McGivney Award  Membership Quota Achieved
a. 6% net growth

i. Minimum of 5 and maximum of 15 new members
b. Keep in touch with your District Deputy or RGD to track your membership numbers

3. Founders Award
a. Host or promote at least two (2) Fraternal Benefit Seminars (virtual or in person)
b. The required sum total attendance of members, or member eligible men, must equal or exceed

i. 10 for councils with 99 or fewer members
Ii. 14 for councils with 100 or more members

c. Fill out form #11077 and submit to the Supreme Office

4. Report of Program Service Personnel
a. Form #365  Due June 30

5. Fraternal Survey
a. Form #1728  Due January 31

6. Columbian Award
a. Form #SP 7  Due June 30
b. Complete four (4) programs in each of the four (4) pillars of Faith, Family, Community, and Life
c. If the Council meets the requirements of one of the Featured Supreme Programs in one of the

pillars, it counts as meeting two (2) of the four (4) requirements for that pillar
i. Featured Supreme Programs can be found in the Faith In Action section of the State Program

Book and on both the State and Supreme Websites

7. Be compliant with Safe Environment Training and Background Checks
a. Council positions requiring Safe Environment Training are Grand Knight and Program Director
b. Council positions requiring Safe Environment Training and Background Check are Family Director

and Community Director
c. These positions are determined based on your submission of Form #365  Report of Program

Service Personnel
d. The Grand Knight is the only person that can hold two (2) positions

i. i.e. Grand Knight and Community Director
e. Each person must have their own, individual email address submitted on Form #365

i. You can not use gkcouncil0001@email.com as it is not specific to the individual
f. If members in a required position are not compliant withing 30 days of Safe Environment

Training notification, they will be removed from those positions
i. Councils will be required to resubmit an updated Form #365 to gain access to the training

SEVEN STEP CHECKLIST TO BECOMING A STAR COUNCIL
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM TRAINING
AND BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIREMENTS

When you fill out your Form 185 (Report of Officers) and Form 365 (Service Program Personnel Report) be sure to 
include the Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Community Director positions. Each position must be 
filled by a different person and must include a personal email address for each position.

The Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Community Director positions are required to take the Safe 
Environment Training if they have not done so within the last three years. Submitting Form 365 will trigger an email to 
be sent to each one of those positions that will contain a login and password for a website to take the Safe Environment 
Training. The login and password are only active for thirty days, so Knights need to get it done promptly. If the login and 
password expire, you will need to submit a new Form 365.

The email you receive will come from Armatus Administrator and will look similar to the one below. Praesidium’s 
Armatus is the company Supreme contracted with to administer the Safe Environment Program. The email will contain 
the link to the training website. There will also be a personalized login, ID and password. Again, this login ID is only 
valid for thirty days, so please watch for the email and get the training completed.

Below is a sample of the email you will receive.
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STATE AWARDS
The top award winners at the State level that advance to Supreme for further award consideration are Community, Faith, 
Family, and Life. The minimum criteria for Supreme and State Awards in Community, Faith, Family, and Life are as follows:

• State and Supreme Per Capita Tax paid by March 1
o This will be determined by the March 1 Report from Supreme
o Both the first and second half of Per Capita MUST be paid

State level awards will be handed out based on divisions, determined by council Membership numbers from July 1, 2022.

5 Divisions:
Division 1 Councils with 01 - 50 Members
Division 2 Councils with 51 - 80 Members
Division 3 Councils with 81 - 140 Members
Division 4 Councils with 141 - 230 Members
Division 5 Councils with 231 or more Members

A breakdown of councils in each division can be found on the following pages.

The winner of Family of the Year and Chaplain of the Year at the State Convention will be submitted to the Supreme 
Office for consideration as International Family of the Year and for the Blessed Michael McGivney Medal, respectively.

Please note that councils do not need to submit the State Blessed Michael McGivney Award (from the Supreme 
Website). Councils should submit their Chaplain using the Chaplain of the Year nomination form found on the State 
Website. The State Program Director will handle submitting all nominations to the Supreme Office for International 
Award consideration.

The State Officers, Directors, and Chairmen reserve the right to move applications from one category to another based 
on submissions.

15 SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD



Division 1
Council District Location

Division 2
Council District Location
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Division 3
Council District Location

Division 4
Council District Location
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Division 5
Council District Location
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Below is a list of Awards presented at the State Convention as selected by applications received.

Category Award Name By Division Number Awarded Total Awards
Vocations Support of Vocations No Up to 2 Equal 2

Life Supreme & State
Major Life Activity No Supreme &

State 2

Faith Supreme & State
Major Faith Activity No Supreme &

State 2

Faith Support of
Catholic Education No Up to 2 Equal 2

Faith Chaplain of the Year No 1st & Runner-Up 2

Family Supreme & State
Major Family Activity No Supreme &

State 2

Family Family of the Year No 1st & Runner-Up 2

Community Supreme & State
Major Community Activity No Supreme &

State 2

Community Leonard Feehan Memorial 
Community Service Award No 1st 1

State Knight of the Year
(More than 5 Years) No 1st & Runner-Up 2

State Rookie Knight of the Year
(Less than 5 Years) No 1st & Runner-Up 2

State On-Going Projects
(5+ Years) No Up to 2 Equal 2

State Special Projects No Up to 2 Equal 2
Publicity Top Overall Council Yes 1st 5
Publicity Best Council Event Yes 1st 5

Life One Rose - One Life Yes 1st & 2nd 10
Life Pro Life Art Contest No 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 3

Membership Membership Awards
Highest Percentage Gain Yes 1st & 2nd 10

Intellectual 
Disabilities

Intellectual Disabilities 
Award

Most Funds Raised
Yes 1st 5

Intellectual 
Disabilities

Intellectual Disabilities 
Award

Highest Percentage Gain
Yes 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 15

Youth Keep Christ in Christmas 
Poster Contest

Age 5-7
Age 8-10

Age 11-14
1st 3

Insurance Agent of the Year No 1st 2
State Deputy District Deputy of the Year No 1st & Runner-Up 2

State ICC Gold Level No Unlimited
State ICC Silver Level No Unlimited
State ICC Bronze Level No Unlimited
State ICC Champion of the Year No 1st 1
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Criteria for State Selected Awards

Rookie Knight of the Year

• Recognizing a “Model Knight” who has been a member of the Knights of Columbus for less than five years as of
March 1, 2024.

• Explain why this Knight was chosen as the “model” Knight for your Council.
• Explain the Knights involvement in your Council, Church, and Community.
• Provide examples of achievements and activities outside of the Knights of Columbus.
• Emphasis should be placed on the achievements and activities the Knight has participated in over the last

Fraternal Year.
• A photo should accompany your submission.

Knight of the year

• Recognizing a “Model Knight” who has been a member of the Knights of Columbus for more than five years as of
March 1, 2024.

• Explain why this Knight was chosen as the “model” Knight for your Council.
• Explain the Knights involvement in your Council, Church, and Community.
• Provide examples of achievements and activities outside of the Knights of Columbus
• Emphasis should be placed on the achievements and activities the Knight has participated in over the last

Fraternal Year.
• A photo should accompany your submission.

On-Going Projects

• Projects that have been continually run by your council for five or more years as of March 1, 2024.
• Make sure to consider the following criteria when submitting an On-Going Project Application:

o Number of Volunteers (Both Members and Non-Members)
o Planning Hours
o Program Costs
o Number of Participants
o Donations Received
o Engagement Level
o Donations Given

• Consider adding a few photos of your event with your application.

Special Projects

• Projects that may not fit into any specific category or may fit into multiple categories.
• No specific time requirement on how many years the project has been run.
• Make sure to consider the following criteria when submitting a Special Project Application:

o Number of Volunteers (Both Members and Non-Members)
o Planning Hours
o Program Costs
o Number of Participants
o Donations Received
o Engagement Level
o Donations Given

• Consider adding a few photos of your event with your application.
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ICC AWARDS PROGRAM

Purpose:

To acknowledge the Councils that best exemplify the Mission of the Knights of Columbus through their service to the four 
pillars of Faith, Family, Community, and Life.

Eligibility:

ICC Bronze - Complete the 11 ICC Program Requirements found on the next page.

ICC Silver - Complete the 16 ICC Program Requirements found on the next page.

ICC Gold - Complete the 18 ICC Program Requirements found on the next page.

Membership Quota:

Councils that complete two (2) of the Keystone Projects laid out in the State Program Book will receive a 10% reduction 
in their Membership Quota for the 2023-2024 ICC Awards Program (i.e. 75% would become 65%, 50% would become 
40%, 25% would become 15%). Councils that complete all eight (8) of the Keystone Projects can receive a 40% reduction 
in their Membership Quota of the 2023-2024 ICC Awards Program.  All councils will still be required to have +1 
Membership during the fraternal year (July 1 to April 1) to qualify for Membership in the 2023-2024 ICC Awards Program.

ICC Champion of the Year:

The ICC Champion of the Year is awarded to the Council elected by their peers during the Business Meeting at the State 
Convention. This is a traveling trophy presented to the winning Council.

ICC Champion of the Year Eligibility:

All Gold Level qualifiers will be entered on the ballot according to the requirements cited on the next page.

Congratulations to our ICC Champion for 2022-2023

Council 1966 – Fr. Shine – Plattsmouth
Steve Riese, Grand Knight
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2023 2024 ICC AWARDS PROGRAM CHECKLIST
There are 11 items required for ICC Bronze
There are 16 items required for ICC Silver
There are 18 items required for ICC Gold

Gold Requirements
Receive by Date

Silver Requirements
Receive by Date

Bronze Requirements
Receive by Date

Form 185 Report of Officers JUN 30 MAR 1 MAR 1

Form 365 Service Personnel JUN 30 MAR 1 MAR 1

Form 1295 2 Semi Annual Audit AUG 15 MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Council Activity Planner SEP 1

State Per Capita SEP 1 SEP 1 MAR 1

Supreme Per Capita SEP 1 SEP 1 MAR 1

Form 1728
Fraternal Activity Annual Survey

JAN 31 MAR 1 MAR 1

Form 1295 1 Semi Annual Audit FEB 15 MAR 1 MAR 1

State Per Capita MAR 1 MAR 1 MAR 1

Supreme Per Capita MAR 1 MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Columbian Qualifier Application MAR 1 MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Knight of the Year
Or

ICC Rookie Knight of the Year
MAR 1 Turn in one of these 

applications by
MAR 1

ICC Family of the Year MAR 1

ICC Faith Award Application MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Family Award Application MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Community Award Application MAR 1 MAR 1

ICC Life Award Application MAR 1 MAR 1

Membership (April 1) 75% of Quota* 50% of Quota* 25% of Quota*

*Completion of two (2) of the Keystone Projects laid out in the State Program Book will result in a reduction of 10% of
your ICC Membership Quota for the Year. Completion of all eight (8) Keystone Projects can reduce your ICC 

Membership Quota by a total of 40%. A minimum of +1 new member is required for Membership for ICC Awards.
This will not change your Membership Quota for Star Council.

2022 2023 Star Councils may use a “Wild Card” to take the place of one of the
ICC Program Requirements.

The “Wild Card” cannot be used on
Membership, State Per Capita, Supreme Per Capita, or any of the Supreme Reports (forms listed in bold text).
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FORMS AND REPORTS

Form 365 (Service Program Personnel Report), Forms 1295-1 and 1295-2 (Semi-Annual Audits), Form 1728 (Annual 
Survey of Fraternal Activity) and Form 185 (Report of Officers Chosen for the Term), are available on the Supreme 
website at www.kofc.org.

For the Columbian Faith, Family, Community, and Life Activity Awards, we suggest you use the form #10784 that is on the 
Supreme website. Start at www.kofc.org, then click the red “For Members” button, then on the blue “Forms” button, 
scroll down to “Faith in Action Program Forms” and click on it. Forms will be on the left. Once you select Form #10784, 
you will be asked to provide your Membership Number and Last Name. An email will be sent to the email address 
Supreme has on file with a link to Form #10784. This link will be valid for 48 hours and can be used to submit the Form 
#10784 multiple times for multiple activities. There is no need to save this form after filling it out, you can simply click 
the blue “SUBMIT” button, and a copy will be sent to the person submitting the form, the State Program Director, and 
the Supreme Office.

A sample of the form is below:
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ICC FORMS AND REPORTS

ICC Forms and Reports can be found on the Nebraska Knights of Columbus State 
Website at nebraskakofc.org. Click on Programs at the top of the page and ICC in 
the menu on the left of the screen. In the middle of the page, you will find a 
button that says, “Download or Complete ICC Forms Here”.

Almost all the Submission Forms are built directly into the website now. This means you can now fill out the report on 
the website and submit it directly to the State Program Director and the corresponding Activity Director. The only report 
that will still need to be downloaded and filled out is the Publicity Award Report.

Online Reports can be filled out, making sure that required information is completed before submission, and then 
submitted with a click of a button.

Reports do need to be completed in one sitting. There is not a "Save" option on these forms. If you close your web 
browser or shut down your computer before hitting the "Send" button, your information will be lost, and you will need 
to start again.

After each successful submission you will be taken to a new page thanking you for completing the ICC Submission Form. 
The Grand Knight or Council Program Director (whichever email was entered on the ICC Submission Form) will also 
receive an email confirmation that the form has been submitted. The State Program Director and the other directors will 
also receive notice that your form has been submitted.

These new forms also allow for the upload of files to support your submission. You can upload up to five (5) different files 
for each submission. Files can include pictures (.jpg, .jpeg, .png, etc.), Word Documents, PDF Files, and videos. Please 
take advantage of these upload options to provide the Directors and State Family with the best possible vision of your 
projects.

You will no longer need to email your submission to multiple individuals to ensure it has been submitted. You may, 
however, still want to forward a copy of your email confirmation to your District Deputy or Regional Growth Director for 
record keeping.

If you have any questions regarding the ICC Submission Forms, please feel free to reach out to us.

Form #10784 does not take the place of the ICC Submission Forms. You can upload your Form #10784 as one of the files 
in your ICC Submission.
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Below is an example section from the ICC Faith Program Award Application found on the State Website.
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FAITH IN ACTION CATEGORIES

FAITH COMMUNITY
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) Coats for Kids
Holy Hour Global Wheelchair Mission
Into the Breach Habitat for Humanity
Spiritual Reflection Helping Hands
Pilgrim Icon Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest
Building the Domestic Church Kiosk Disaster Preparedness
Eucharistic Procession Free Throw Championship
Sacramental Gifts Soccer Challenge
Rosary Hockey Challenge

FAMILY LIFE
Food for Families March for Life
Family of the Month/Year Special Olympics
Family Fully Alive Ultrasound
Family Prayer Night Pregnancy Center Support
Consecration to the Holy Family Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP)
Family Week Novena for Life
Good Friday Family Promotion Christian Refugee Relief
Keep Christ in Christmas Mass for People with Special Needs

Silver Rose
Bold denotes a Supreme Featured Program.

Featured Programs:

The Supreme Council has designated select programs as featured programs in each of the four program categories. 
When your council conducts a featured program and satisfies the associated requirements it will receive two credits 
towards that program category on the Columbian Award Application (#SP-7). At the end of the calendar year, report all 
completed programs on the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728). For additional Featured Program information, 
review the individual program guide sheets found at kofc.org/fiaresources. All program forms can be found at 
kofc.org/fiaforms.

FAITH IN ACTION RESOURCES

Here is a list of other report forms for your council to use. These are a great way for your council to be recognized for all 
of the good works of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity that it does. These are all located on the Supreme Website at 
www.kofc.org. Search under “What We Do”, click on “Programs”, then “Resources”. Then click on the “Faith in
Actions Forms”.
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OVERVIEW & HIGHLIGHTS

FAITH IN ACTION RESOURCES

#10907 Faith in Action Guidebook
#10746 Faith in Action Minimum Requirements
#10581 Faith in Action FAQs
#11172 Faith in Action Program Forms Reference Guide
#11139 Faith in Action Remote Programming Supplement
#1728 Fraternal Survey
#SP-7 Columbian Award Application
#10784 Fraternal Programs Report Form

Fraternal Leadership Training Webcasts

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you 
called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life 

and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example 
of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the 
inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may 

continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. 

Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and prayers for their success.

masculine virtues in a world at crisis. By reading and discussing Bishop Olmsted’s inspi

a lasting impact on participants’ relationship to their faith. Yet, so often, retreats seem only t

–

at helping Catholics to live out the Church’s vision for our families.
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us’ True Presence in the Eucharist. By this public 

offer attending families a copy of the Knights of Columbus Catholic Information Service’s A Scriptural 
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–

Philippines, Pope Francis cited the need for “holy and loving families to protect the beauty and 
truth of the family in God’s plan and to be an example for other families” (Pope Francis, Address to Families at the Mall 

consecration, each participant is consciously choosing to be a beacon of God’s love through His Church.
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Despite Good Friday’s centra
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–

the s

—

This contest encourages today’s youth to be more connected to their community and their faith. The goal of this 

–
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– –
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to help women choose life. Councils can “adopt” a pregnancy center and 

–
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–
–

all of the sacraments and other aspects of parish life. Holding this Mass sends the message that all of God’s children 
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Videos and study guides deepen men’s spirituality and formation to combat the c

–

–
mission “for the life of the world”.

–

–
.

–
.

–
.

–
.

–
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•
•
•
•

•
•
• “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign by selling Christmas cards.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
• otion to Father McGivney by distributing the pamphlet “The Spirituality of Father Michael J.

McGivney” (#4196) and the flyer Apostle for the 21st Century (4064) available in various languages.
• Show the production "The Life & Legacy of Father Michael J. McGivney” to your council family, or ask that it be

• s.
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They are members of the St. Joseph’s Parish in Stratton. Nick is a lector; Scot is an altar boy 

•

•
•
•

•

•
scripture readings. It is to be promoted within the parish with the Council’s participation.

• Father’s Day –
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•

• Participate in the Order’s Family of the Month program, honoring Counci

•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•

4
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•
• –

•
•
• World Marriage Day/Valentine’s Day. Organize a night out for couples and provide babysitting for children.

•
•
• –

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
• –

•
• –

McGivney’s death.
•

•
•

•
•

–
•

SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD 40



•
•
•

• Veteran’s Day: Have children and Knights make cards for veterans in hospitals and/or nursing homes; thank

•
•

Consecration to the Holy Family 

O Lord Jesus, 
you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. 

There you grew in age, wisdom and grace 
as you prepared to fulfill your mission 

as our Redeemer. 
We entrust our family to you. 

O Blessed Mary, 
you are the Mother of our Savior. 
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus 

and nurtured him in the peace and joy of your home. 
We entrust our family to you. 

O Saint Joseph, 
you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and Mary, 

and gave us a model of fatherhood 
while showing us the dignity of work. 

We entrust our family to you. 

Holy Family, 
we consecrate ourselves and our family to you. 

May we be completely united 
in a love that is lasting, faithful 
and open to the gift of new life. 

Help us to grow in virtue, 
to forgive one another from our hearts, 

and to live in peace all our days. 
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer, 

diligent in our work, and generous toward those in need. 
May our home, O Holy Family, 

truly become a domestic church 
where we reflect your example in our daily life. 

Amen. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 
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•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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Nebraska’s State 2023 Coat

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
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“Running
Rose” Toronto. “The ‘Running of the Rose’ is a perfect 

program for the Knights of Columbus,” said Supreme Knight Anderson. “Through it we
also reaffirm the Order’s dedication to the sanctity of human life. 

‘One Life, One Rose,’ it is most appropriate that 
roses.”
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they their

Y C

Chairman
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Y C

Chairman

The Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest promotes the true spirit of Christmas in 

“CHRISTMAS”

Chairman

rs’ home council will be presented an award at the State Convention in April.  
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STATE ATHLETICS/SPECIAL EVENTS CHAIRMAN - JOE BOBER

As the Athletics Chairman for the Nebraska State Council, Joe directs state athletics and reports directly 
to the State Program Director. Joe is an Honorary life member of Council 3019, where his father and 
grandfather were charter members, and has served in every office. He is a member of Assembly 1854 
and has served on the State Council as the Youth Director, District Deputy for District # 5, and a Supreme 
Delegate. Joe has been married to Cindy, the love of his life, for 52 years. They have two children, a son 
Chris (Jen) a member of 3019, a daughter Wendy (Sol), and six grandchildren ages 8 years to 23 years of 
age. He retired from Genuine Parts Co. after 46 years. Joe is a lifelong member of St. Stanislaus Church in 
Omaha.

ATHLETICS ACTIVITES
I will be working to ensure the success of our state athletics events. Currently, this consists of two annual events: the 
golf tournament and the bowling tournament. I hope to continue the past success and find improvements on these 
wonderful events. These events are sanctioned by the State Knights of Columbus.

I am seeking additional events that would appeal to our membership. If you, or your council, have an idea for an event
that the State could promote, please contact me.

Most of our State athletic events take place on a weekend. Traveling to and participating in these events will interfere 
with attendees Mass attendance. List all Mass times of Catholic churches in the vicinity of the event in any 
advertisements, programs, or announcements.

SPECIAL EVENTS ACTIVITIES – KEYSTONE PROJECT
We had to cancel the I-80 Collar Series this year and will review if we can proceed with this event in the future. I would 
like the state to sponsor a religious appreciation picnic and horseshoe tournament in each of our 8 Regions. We would 
work with the Regional Growth Directors, District Deputies, area councils, assemblies, Insurance Agents and religious to 
set a date that would not conflict with any diocese events. The Regional Growth Director, District Deputies, Grand 
Knights, Faithful Navigators, Insurance Agents, and I would procure a site, select a date, form a committee to coordinate 
all the activities on that day. We would post the date, time and location in the Knights Courier, council newsletter, parish 
bulletins, and the State Website. We would invite prospective candidates and their families. All dates, times and locations 
would be finalized in January 2024 and sent to the religious so they could mark it on their calendar. The winner of each 
district’s horseshoe tournament would be invited to the state horseshoe tournament which will be held in a central 
location. I feel this is a great opportunity to thank our religious and show new candidates and their family the continuity 
between the Knights and our religious. 
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Children’s

the Order as a Supreme Director and in doing so was the Order’s Pro Life 

Minnesota, Christa is a manager for Children’s Respite Care, in Omaha and Seth is a Seminarian
,

•
• Locate a pregnancy care center that is “pro life” and prepared to receive, use, and maintain the ultrasound

•
•

•

•
• An Overview, Guidelines and FAQ’s can be found on Supreme’s website 

•
• Organize your own community’s March for Life with your Council.
• Be sure to advertise your Council’s participation in the March for Life.
•
•
• 7) with the specific details on your Council’s

• Additional information as well as links to order prayers cards, posters and billboards can be found on Supreme’s
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•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
• Coordinate your Council’s volunteers the day of the games.
•
• ,

The Nebraska Knights of Columbus One Rose, One Life campaign is Nebraska’s prime source of income for Culture of 

erence’s Essay 
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“Request Funds”

Christ’s

•
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion on January 22, 1973.

• Appoint a chairman. This usually is your council’s Culture of Life Chairman. Make sure that he will

•

•

•

DD’s. Prayers cards are available in Spanish and English, so specify your desired number of 
•

•
before or after Mass is your council’s decision. En

•
•

•

•

•

• –
• –
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council’s largest and most profitable pro

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

• – –
• –

•

•
• 1/2” x 11” (letter size). Design/image may be smaller.
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Culture of Life Foundation 
4770 Jean Marie Ln 
Fort Calhoun, NE 68023 

Council’s
•

o
•

•

• –

• –
•

•
•

•

• All the winners will be announced at the Bishops’ Pro

•
•
•
•
•
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•
•

or follow them on Facebook at “The March for Life” and on Twitter

• Join the Knights of Columbus, “Day of the Unborn Child” observed annually on the Feast of the Annunciation

•

•

• Promote and support the Order’s Culture of Life efforts by displaying materi
themes. “Defend Life” (billboard #1938) and a 13 x 20

— —

•

• Distribute the Church’s teachings on the sanctity of life as outlined in the Study Guide to Evangelium Vit

the Church’s teaching on the respect due human life as presented by Pope John Paul II. (Copies can be obtained

•

•

• —

•

•

•

•
•

• —

•
— —
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E

Keystone Project

St John Paul II often said: “There is no Church without the Eucharist and there is no Eucharist without the Priest.”

The slogan “Vocations are Everybody’s Business” has been a long
so, as the importance of our priests to the Catholic Church is essential to the Church’s continuance and growth.
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–

r “adopted” 

then reach out beyond the group. The model is Jesus’s work with the Apostles. Successful groups need not be large, but 

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
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•

•

•

•

•

Catholic Bishops to help support the U.S. bishops’ national vocations promotion program. State and local vocations 

The Order’s magazine 
vocations. Reading about a man or woman who has responded to the Lord’s call can inspire someone else to do the 

One poster is directed to young people, with the theme of “Keep the Faith Alive” (#2959). In addition, the Supreme 

–
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dents in an auditorium, gym, or student union, with people from the diocesan vocations’ office and 

•
•
•

o
•

o
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.

.
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EMHC, he is still an active member of his Parish Festival Committee and serves on his council’s fish 
fry committee. He also heads the council’s annual Turkey Drive at Thanksgiving that today distributes more than 800 

•
•

•

ould do, but really haven’t found the time or desire to do. What we hear most from Catholic men and families outside 
the Knights of Columbus is that they really don’t know that much about the Knights except “You are the guys with the 
swords”. And they don’t hear much about our events except “Oh they are handing out Tootsie Rolls after Mass”. 

IT DOESN’T NEED TO BE DIFFICULT. 

Let’s face it, most of us in our leadership roles are so busy running our councils and events that we aren’t very good at 
thinking or doing publicity. In terms of your council and its’ success, we need to do a mind shift to see publicity as the 

information about your programs/events to your target audience(s)…that being your Pastor, your council members, 

•
•
•
•
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•
•

•
•
• Write a “detailed” follow up message after the event and post results and photos letting people know t

Diane, I can’t believe we are actually very close to having our Knights annual turkey drive again this year. With Fathers 

I am “tentatively” planning pickup of the turkeys on M

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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A huge thank you for supporting this year’s Thanksgiving Turkey Drive. Because of your generous donations, Our Knights 

Photos are one of the most important components of your event publicity. Photos, or “Knights in action,” tell a story on 

•
•
• On your phone, set your image size to “large” for best output. Pictures taken at lower 72 DPI resolution work in

•
•

ple’s attention.
•

–

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

o
o
o
o
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So often we hear “I don’t do it for the awards” and you would be correct. We don’t enter our events just to win awards 

basis, and we will keep track and include in our new “Around the State” feature as well, which also earns you points.

–
•
•
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PUBLICITY AWARD FORM (submit one for each category/event - use as many as you need)

Article/Picture in Columbia Magazine/Diocesan Paper/Courier.......................... 35 points 
Include a copy, mail/email, or identify URL____________________________________________________

Article/Picture in Local newspaper ..................................................................15 points 
Include a copy, mail/email, or identify URL____________________________________________________

Photos Accompaning Above Articles/Any Event Photos Submitted to State  ..... 10 points each 
Send email, mail and be sure to identify them and where they were used 

TV/Radio/Media/Media Website Stories .......................................................... 25 points 
ISend description/summary of story, date/time of airing. Email/send all details

Community Calendars ....................................................................................15 points 
Email/send copy of announcement, verification and dates run

Roadside Billboard/Large Signs ...................................................................... 35 points 
Send a photo of the sign with Knights of Columbus identified as the sponsor, location of sign

Event/Other Signs/Banners ............................................................................ 25 points 
Any sign/banner used onsite of event, street, yard signs, bumper/auto stickers identifying Knights of Columbus

Family of the Month,  Council or Supreme ....................................................... 25 points 
Include documentation and how it was advertised, month/year____________________________________________________

Council Newsletter ........................................................................................ 20 points 
Mail or email a copy

Council Brochure/Handout ............................................................................. 20 points 
Describing the good works your council does/upcoming events/birthdays/ contacts, etc. Mail or email a copy.

Council Website ............................................................................................ 30 points 
Must be kept current. Can be independent pages of a parish website, Identify URL Here______________________________________

Council Social Media ...................................................................................... 35 points 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc., must be monitored and current, Identify URL here______________________________________

Council Projects/Activities/Photos Submitted for “Around the State” ................ 25 points 
Email a copy of details and any photos

Parish Bulletin -  Knights of Columbus Announcements ...(Inserts 15 points/Other 10 points) 
Mail/Email a copy. All points are given per announcement/Insert

Council Recruitment/Other Video ................................................................... 30 points 
Email, send DVD or provide URL if on website or social media

Council Wearables ......................................................................................... 20 points 
Email photos of shirts, polos, jackets, etc. with council number and Knights logo being worn at events and # of members who have one

Other - Publicity Not Mentioned Above But Utilized by the Council ....................15 points 
Name what it is and send a sample in whatever form sample is available



STATE INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES DIRECTORS – STEPHEN & SAMMI LOWERY 

Sammi and Stephen Lowery are members of Blessed Sacrament Council 11001 in Lincoln where 

Stephen currently serves as Treasurer. He is a Past Grand Knight with Council 13015, Our Lady of Good 

Counsel at UNL where he also served as a Trustee. Stephen is a member of St. John Paul the Great 

Assembly 3640 in Lincoln where he serves as Pilot. Stephen has served the Nebraska State Council in 

the past as a Production Specialist, College Director, and part of the membership team. Sammi has 

been a support system for Stephen through all of this. 

Sammi and Stephen were married in November of 2014. Sammi is a science teacher at Lincoln Southeast High School 

where she has taught for the last six years after spending one year at Mickle Middle School. Stephen is a Senior 

Implementation Analyst at Fiserv in Lincoln where he has worked for the last ten years. They have three sons, Tommy 

who will be 5 in September, Charlie who turns 2 in July, and Ollie who will be 1 in January.  Sammi and Stephen are both 

involved with the Boy Scouts of America in the Cornhusker Council where they have both received the Silver Beaver 

award which is the highest volunteer honor a council can give. 

Sammi and Stephen are looking forward to serving the State as Intellectual Disabilities Directors. They are excited to 

help the state and all its councils to raise funds for the valuable programs offered in the state of Nebraska for individuals 

with intellectual disabilities.  

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES ACTIVITIES 

2023 Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities (formerly known as the Tootsie Roll Drive)  

The work the Nebraska Knights of Columbus do to assist individuals with intellectual disabilities is funded through the 

Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities (formerly identified more often as the Tootsie Roll 

Drive). Tootsie Rolls are still the main symbol of this drive, but the Supreme Council wants to emphasize the reason for 

the fundraising more in the name of the annual drive. While the Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities is a mouthful, it really does communicate clearly who the Knights are raising funds to assist.  

Here are some frequently asked questions concerning the Knights of Columbus Campaign for 

the People with Intellectual Disabilities and how the money that is raised is allocated.  

Who should receive the money raised? 
State Intellectual Disabilities Directors, Sammi and Stephen Lowery, 1301 Thunderbird Blvd, Lincoln, NE 68512, should 

receive 100% of the money collected in the local drive along with the required reporting forms and the local Council’s 

request for its half of the funds. Funds and reports are due by January 31, 2024, for a council to be eligible for awards at 

the annual State Convention.  

How does a Council qualify for Intellectual Disabilities awards at the Nebraska State Convention? 
There are two categories of awards given at the State Convention: percentage gain and most money raised by division. 

To be eligible for these awards, all money raised, and reports must be received by January 31, 2024. To be considered 

for the percentage gain awards, councils must have participated in the 2022 and 2023 Knights of Columbus Campaigns 

for People with Intellectual Disabilities Drive and must have submitted all required forms and money for both drives on 

time. Awards for most money raised will be based on the 2023 Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities only and all money and reports must be submitted on time.  
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Who can the funds go to? 
The following is a partial list of groups who have benefited from the Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities in the past: Madonna School, Villa Marie, ARC of Nebraska, Special Olympics, Ollie Webb Center, 

Mosaic, and SMILE. Basically, any non-profit group who works with individuals with intellectual disabilities is eligible to 

receive money raised through the Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities. PLEASE NOTE: 

school districts, educational service units, and individual recipients are not eligible to receive funds. If you have 

questions regarding eligibility, please contact the Intellectual Disabilities Directors.  

Where are the forms to order Tootsie Rolls? 
You can find the order form in the packet that Grand Knights received at the at the Leadership Training Seminar in July 

or the state website (www.nebraskakofc.org). You can also email the Intellectual Disabilities Directors Sammi and 

Stephen Lowery (sglowery82@gmail.com), call them at 402-540-1670, or contact your District Deputy for replacements. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Tootsie Roll order form was new in 2022 and the new form will need to be submitted when placing 

your order. 

Where are the reporting forms to use when a Council sends in its money? 
Reporting forms can be found in the packet that Grand Knights received at the Leadership Training Seminar in July or the 

state website (www.nebraskakofc.org). You can also email the Intellectual Disabilities Directors Sammi and Stephen 

Lowery (sglowery82@gmail.com), call them at 402-540-1670, or contact your District Deputy. These forms are due with 

the money by January 31, 2024.  

When is this year’s drive? 
October 5-8, 2023.  

Can the local Council change the dates of the Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with Intellectual 

Disabilities Drive? 
Local councils can change the date to adjust for community needs.  

When is the money due? 
ALL FUNDS collected in the Knights of Columbus Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities are due to Intellectual 

Disabilities Directors, Sammi and Stephen Lowery, 1301 Thunderbird Blvd, Lincoln, NE 68512, by January 31, 2024. 

Checks should be made out to K of C Intellectual Disabilities Foundation of Nebraska, Inc.  

Can local councils keep their share of the funds raised? 
No, councils MUST SEND ALL the funds collected, along with the required report, to the Intellectual Disabilities 

Directors. On the reporting form, councils can identify the group(s) to whom they would like to donate their portion (up 

to 50%) of the funds raised, and then the Intellectual Disabilities Directors will write and distribute the checks 

accordingly.  

How can we find groups that serve people with intellectual disabilities? 
Asking families who have children with intellectual disabilities for the names of groups who provide services or activities 

for the children is a good way to begin the search for a deserving group. The information packet that Grand Knights 

received at the July Meeting as well as the state website (www.nebraskakofc.org) also contains a list of approved 

groups, addresses, and websites.  
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How do we get more vests and canisters? 
There is a vest order form on the state website (www.nebraskakofc.org) and in the information packet Grand Knights 

received at the Leadership Training Seminar. With every 16 cases of Tootsie Rolls ordered, a case of 12 canisters and 

caps is included if the appropriate box is checked on the Tootsie Roll order form (also included on the state website and 

in the “Tootsie Roll” Packet).  

REPORT FORMS AND ALL PROCEEDS COLLECTED ARE DUE 

TO THE INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES DIRECTORS BY JANUARY 31, 2024. 
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McGIVNEY FOUNDATION ADVISOR - DAN WELLS

Dan is a member of Council 10909 in Elkhorn. His wife’s name is Beth. Dan was one of the founding 
members of the Mary Our Queen Council #11700 and transferred to St. Wenceslaus #10909 in 
November 2016. He has been a 4th Degree member for over 16 years. He has been involved in parish 
activities over the years as a school board member and president, as well as a member of the finance 
committee, an EMHC, and a lector. He was also a board member and president of Music in Catholic 
Schools. Dan and Beth have been married for more than 40 years and have three children and three 
grandchildren.

Dan is a CPA, CFE and CGMA and works at the accounting firm of Koski Professional Group, P.C. Dan is a member of the 
Nebraska Society of Certified Public Accountants and has served as a member for many years, was chairman of the board 
from 2013-2014, and is currently chairman of the industry committee and on the society’s foundation committee. Beth is 
a freelance writer, artist, and business consultant.

McGIVNEY FOUNDATION ADVISOR - DON FERNEDING, PSD, FDM

Don Ferneding has been a member of the Knights of Columbus since March of 1984 and became a 
Fourth Degree Knight in 1985. In 1986, Don was assigned the Financial Secretary of Council 7740 in 
Omaha and became the Grand Knight in 1988 of the Council. A move to central Omaha caused a 
transfer to Council 11800 where he served the Knights until moving to Beatrice in November of 2007, 
transferring membership to Council 1723. In 2008 Don started the first Assembly at St. Joseph’s parish 
at the request of Father Major and served as the founding Faithful Navigator of Assembly 3146.

Don has been active on the state level of the Knights of Columbus from 1990 to present serving in several different 
directorships as well as the Program Director under Past State Deputy Howard Gaffney, also serving as the Warden, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and the State Deputy from 2006 to 2008. After serving as State Deputy, Don held the position of 
District Master, serving as the head of Nebraska’s 4th Degree for four years. He also held the position of State 
Membership Director under Past State Deputy Richard Lowery. Don currently serves as District Deputy #8 and is the Co-
Director of the Father McGivney Foundation of the State of Nebraska alongside Brother Dan Wells.

Don lives in Beatrice and taught 7th and 8th grade CCD classes for 25 years at both St. Margaret Mary’s in Omaha and St. 
Joseph’s Beatrice. He is currently retired from ESU 3 and 5 after 40 years in Information Technology, ending as the 
Director of Information Technology at ESU #5. 

In May of 2022 Don married his soul mate Elizabeth.  Together Don and Elizabeth have 4 children, 5 grandsons, 5 horses, 
3 donkeys, 2 mini-goats, 3 dogs and a slew of cats.

SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD67



NEBRASKA STATE McGIVNEY FOUNDATION FUNDING

Your Nebraska State McGivney Foundation is Growing 
The McGivney Foundations started in 2001 with just under $500.00. Today, due in a large part to the charitable 
donations of our brother Knights, it has grown to over $600,000.00.  Our goal of reaching $1,000,000.00 by 2026 is well 
within our reach.

What is the McGivney Foundation’s main goal? 
When Father McGivney started the Knights of Columbus, his main goal was to create a fund to be used to help families in 
financial need.  Father McGivney wished to help families with devastating financial needs such as the death of father or 
mother, families with medical issues, or families experiencing a devastating financial crisis.  Today, we have that same 
goal.  We wish to help families and brother Knights that have suffered from house fires, loss of life from accidents, or 
families struggling with large medical bills.

How does your donation help us meet our 1-million-dollar goal? 
Seventy-five percent of all donations will be held in perpetuity and only used to grow the foundation, the remaining 25% 
will be used to pay for overhead expenses such as audit fees, fund management and help with donations to brother 
Knights.  Donors also have the option of having 100% of their donations to be held in perpetuity and only used to grow 
the foundation.

How do we fund the McGivney donations? 
The amount of dollars used to fund donations is determined by the following:

• Up to 25% of each donation (unless stated otherwise by the donor) is placed in an expendable account.  These
dollars are used to fund the expenses of the foundation as well as fund, in part, the donations to our brothers in
need.

• The interest earned annually is used to fund the majority of the foundation’s requests for assistance.
• Optionally, the Board of Directors can request that up to 50% of the annual market growth of the Foundation to

be placed into the expendable account and used only for donations back to brother Knights.

How can you make a difference? 
• A one-time financial gift of any amount is always appreciated.
• A monthly recurring gift can be set up of any size.
• A life insurance plan through the Knights of Columbus insurance programs can be established.
• A donation of grain can be given.
• A donation of $100.00 or more will qualify you as a sustaining member.
• Donate through your Council or Assembly.

o Any Council or Assembly donating $250.00 annually will become a Council/Assembly Sustaining member.

Giving Priorities
Passed April 2017 at the annual State Convention Meeting

1. Brother Knights and their immediate family members in need.
2. Brother Knights and their extended families in need (Parents, Siblings, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles etc).
3. Individuals within your communities with emergency needs.
4. Catholic organizations with emergency needs.
5. Community organizations with emergency needs.

Giving Donations usually range between 0 and $3,000.00 for each request.
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Mike Vaughn oversees the State’s Financial Secretaries by providing quality training and resources, 

lumbus in November of 2010. Shortly afterward he became his Council’s Financial 

Secretaries’
Secretary’s Faithful Comptroller’s)

the Order’s objectives. There is a specific section for financial secretaries and provides guidance, 

“Leadership Resources”:
The basic duties of an FS and FC are explained in the “Leadership Resources” (#5093). This is your “go to” document. 

Knight’s

“Training”

Secretaries’

Convention. New FS’s/FC’s should attend one of these sessions if possible. Additionally, the FS 
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Submit Reports on Time: 

Officers Online section of the Order’s w

“Moving Notice” and Other Forms:
The “Moving Notice” is a form that, when used, can help reduce the number of members in your council/assembly that 

Deputy in the member’s new state. This form can be found on the Stat

“Resources” 

“Moving Notice.”

Order’s Safe Environment partner, will use these email addresses to send email notifications to the program directors 
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is an Acolyte at St Mary’s in Aurora and Jessica is a reader. Jesse joined the Catholic church a short 7 years ago and 
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COURIER EDITOR - BETH WELLS

As a long-time writer and marketing, public relations and communications specialist, Beth jumped in to 
help the Nebraska Knights in 2021. She is responsible for overseeing and producing four issues of the 
Nebraska Knights Courier annually, as well as several other projects.

She has been involved with the Nebraska Knights of Columbus at the state level for many years. Her 
husband Dan is an advisor for the Nebraska Council McGivney Foundation.

She looks forward to receiving information about key projects and working with the various program directors, councils 
and assemblies to share the good work being done by Nebraska Knights.

STATE IT & PRODUCTION CHAIRMAN - KEVIN OSTDIEK
Kevin joined St. Stephen council 1906 in Lawrence, NE as a senior in high school. As a member of 
Blessed Sacrament Council 11001 in Lincoln, he has held all offices from Recorder to Grand Knight and 
Trustee. He served as captain of his council’s 1st degree team and CO of Lincoln’s 3rd degree team. He 
served as District Deputy from 2008 to 2012 and State Membership Director from 2015-17 and from 
2019-21, in addition to other duties.

In Blessed Sacrament, Kevin serves as an acolyte, lector, EMHC and usher. He has helped with the Come 
Home for Easter program, co-chaired the parish fund-raiser, and remains active in many aspects of 
Blessed Sacrament. He is active in the Light of the World community in the parish and has led several retreats as the Main 
Evangelist.

Kevin currently works as the Special Projects Coordinator for the Diocese of Lincoln. Kevin is marrying Jenny Bykerk in July 
of 2023.

STATE IT & PRODUCTION CHAIRMAN - FRANK PRIBYL
Frank joined Wichita Kansas Council #3114 in 2012. He stayed active with the Knights as his career took 
him to York, NE and now Beatrice, NE. He has helped with all sorts of events, and most recently served 
as Grand Knight of the Beatrice council. He joined the state team in this support role in 2022. He 
currently works for the Toro company as a Material Supply Chain Engineer.

Frank has been married to his lovely wife Staci for 15 years, and has three young children –  Anna, Claire, 
and Harrison. They often help at Knights events such as roadside cleanup, fish fries, and pancake 
breakfasts. They credit their Catholic education at St. Joseph School and the influence of the Knights for 
building their strong volunteering spirit.
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STATE IT & PRODUCTION
The State IT/Production staff is ready to support the State Officers and Directors, providing the necessary manpower and 
expertise to create interesting and informative meeting presentations.  This is our main focus, but we are also willing to 
help and advise councils with technical questions and discussions of technical options/problems that your council may 
encounter.  This could include help with streaming council meetings, questions concerning council websites, or help with 
creating a social media presence for your council.

One of the more interesting things that the Production Staff does is to gather photos from councils that are used during 
our State Convention.  Photos can be submitted to the IT/Production staff by email or by sharing a One Drive or Google 
Docs folder so that your council’s activities can be shared with the entire state.  Photos should be submitted to the 
Production Staff at least two weeks prior to the State Convention.

The Production Staff also helps to manage the State Council website.  While we cannot provide a hosting option for your 
council’s website, we may be able to provide some guidance or help if you are struggling with your website options.  
Also, if you have suggestions, questions, or problems with the state website, please contact the Production Staff.  We will 
see what we can do to improve the website and meet the needs of our State Officers, Directors and also every council in 
the state.
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If you haven’t taken the highest degree in the Knights of Columbus I invite you, my Brother Knight, to j
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www.kofc.org
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© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Discover the Catholic Difference
of doing business with the Knights of Columbus.

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Neil J Pfeifer, FICF
General Agent
402-379-0180
neil.pfeifer@kofc.org
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